
The number of watercolour paint brands available in New Zealand 
has increased and we can now use the internet to purchase from 
overseas. The wide choice can be confusing. WonderStreet is a 
London based blog focused on art. On 17 April 2017 the blog 
published the results of research on watercolour paints. The 
article compares the brands most frequently used by contributing 
watercolour artists all around the world, using their feedback and 
consumer reviews from a number of online retailers. The blog is not 
connected to any of the brands. The article has three categories – 
tubes, pans and gouache. Within the tubes category, there are two 
sub-categories: professional and student grade products.
The brands are presented in alphabetical order. The data gives 
pros and cons for each brand, covering attributes such as pigment 
vibrancy, consistency, texture, colour range, cost, range of tube sizes, 
labelling and packaging. Of course, a “pro” for one artist might be a 
“con” for another, or vice versa. 
Tube brands listed are Blick, Da Vinci, Daler-Rowney, Daniel Smith, 
Grumbacher, Holbein, M. Graham, Maimeri Blu, Mijello Mission 
Gold, Old Holland Classic, QoR Modern, Schmincke, Sennelier and 
Winsor & Newton. 
Pan brands are Finetec, Grumbacher, Pelikan, Raphaël, Rembrandt, 
Sakura Koi, Schmincke, Sennelier, Winsor & Newton and a Russian 
brand, Yarka.
The blog draws these conclusions: 
“With such a wide selection of products and brands reviewed, it’s a 
difficult task to narrow down to a handful of favourites, especially 
as painting materials are often a matter of personal preference. 
However, we’ve done our best to consider the pros and cons for each 
brand before giving our general recommendations.
For the professional artist who enjoys painting with watercolours 
from tubes, there seems to be no product more highly rated than 
Daniel Smith Watercolours. Other favourites for the watercolourists 
in our community include: Holbein Watercolours, Schmincke 
Horadam Aquarell Artist Watercolours and Winsor & Newton 
Professional Watercolour Tubes.
For the watercolour student, we recommend Blick Artists' 
Watercolours. This particular product falls under the “professional 
grade” category, which means that the quality is much higher than 
student grade paints, while the price remains accessibly low. The 

Which Brand of Watercolour Paint Should You Choose?

Winsor & Newton Cotman Watercolour Tubes are also an acceptable 
option because of their affordability and ease of use.
If pans are your preference, Sennelier French Artists' Watercolour 
Half Pans may be the product for you. They are customizable and 
our artists were pleased with the lustrous texture provided by the 
brand’s honey additive. We also think that the Raphaël Watercolour 
Travel Pan Set is the best option for the watercolourist on the go, 
because it offers a compact size without making sacrifices with 
regards to quality.”
You can read the full article and offer your own findings: 
http://wonderstreet.com/blog/which-brand-of-watercolour-
should-you-choose

Further reading:
The Watercolor Book by David Dewey
Has a comprehensive section on Materials and Tools, which includes 
a chapter on watercolour paints listing many of the manufacturers 
whose paints are widely available: Daniel Smith, Da Vinci, 
Grumbacher, Holbein, Rowney, Schminke, Sennelier, Winsor & 
Newton and Yarka. Dewey, a professional artist who has used them 
all, gives his assessment of each brand.

Handprint.com
This website on watercolour painting has a section on paints 
focusing on the most common artists’ quality watercolour brands, 
among them Art Spectrum, Daler Rowney, Daniel Smith, Holbein, 
Maimeri, M Graham, Schminke, Sennelier and Winsor & Newton. 
It includes quite a bit of technical analysis. The conclusion: ‘Winsor 
& Newton quality is now matched by Daniel Smith, M Graham and 
Maimeri, and at a lower price.’
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Pigment, Water and Artist – a Creative Team

I don’t remember a 
time of not sketching or 
painting. I’m completely 
committed to watercolour. 

Watercolour creates effects that are simply not 
possible in any other medium. I love the luminosity 
I can achieve and the way I can leave the pigments to 
do their thing – I love watching paint dry! I paint in 
several styles and will attempt just about any subject. 
I love painting en plein air and itch to get outside. 
During winter months (oh so many winter months!) 
in New Zealand I paint mostly pastiche still life. My 
goal is to create works that are quirky and fun while 
painting colour and light.
In studio still life work, I typically paint the 
background wet-in-wet charging in patches of 
analogous colour and spattering more colour and 
water. I let the background washes run through mid 
and foreground, working around whites wherever 
they fall and allowing the colours to bleed into 
each other. My favourite loosening up tool is my 
little squirty bottle – brush in one hand, squirter in 
t’other!! At this stage, everything is low-key, with a 
sense of restraint (while I’m wearing every piece of 
jewelry in my possession and as much makeup as I 
can possibly slap on!) my aim is to create a work that 
is beautiful and in good taste. 
While the underpainting is still damp I launch in 
with increasingly deeper value marks strategically 
placed to create a foundation of chiaroscuro and 
the groundwork for rich, deep colour. I continue to 
charge in colour, sometimes straight from the tube, 
blasting with my squirter as soon as the shine leaves 
the paper encouraging the colours to bleed and run. 
While the paper is damp, edges are diffused. It is not 
until my final masterstrokes of creamy paint directly 
onto dry paper that some hard edges appear. This is 
the time for adding complementary impasto colour. 
Remember, there is only one watercolour rule “less 
is more”! One brush mark will do! 
I’m not particularly interested in reality. I love the 
challenge of creating shapes that are unique and 
interesting – NO straight lines and NO round circles! 
Everything is more interesting with a wrong angle 
or an accidental arc. It gets my viewers wondering 
– why did Amanda use that angle there? Everything 
has a notch or a buckle, or maybe a curve ending in 
an oblique line or a circle that is more ovoid with a 
partially straight edge. If I do inadvertently create a 
long straight line, I soften part of it at a strategic point 
– my brain says “there”. I can’t always articulate why 
but I follow my intuition. My favourite patterns are 
spots and stripes. They are never parallel nor straight 
nor round, nor are they clean and nice. The colours 
collide and bleed, sometimes creating gorgeous 
neutrals, sometimes amazing new combinations.
One of my favourite elements in my Singer series is 
painting buttons in jars. Starting with a wet-in-wet 
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Watercolour Technique

Auckland artist Amanda Brett has an innovative approach to painting. She takes simple objects, shuffles and twists 
them, playing with shape and line, then flows on pigment in water. She trusts watercolour to work with her in 
creating beautiful art. She shares her inspiring techniques.

underpainting, I build up a series of negatively painted 
shapes, finally adding calligraphic marks that create 
detail and completeness. 
Remind yourself continually – there are no mistakes 
in watercolour! Yes, you will get a shock from time to 
time. If you are worried by a passage or a shape, unless 
it is still very wet, try to keep yourself from “fixing” it. 
Accept you have an unexpected result to play with. The 
best way to improve your watercolour painting is to use 
as few brush strokes as possible and allow the paint to 
settle and dry by itself.
My painting philosophy:
1.	 Have fun brainstorming your concept, listing 

possible elements that support your idea.
2.	 Sketch lots of value thumbnail designs.
3.	 Often my concept will start with a gorgeous piece of 

fabric, a beautiful button or a vision (at 2am).
4.	 I’m addicted to pattern. This is the only element that 

might not follow “less is more” – sometimes “more 
is more” is lots of fun!

5.	 NO straight lines – EVER!! 
6.	 There are NO mistakes in watercolour!
7.	 The world needs more beautiful of everything. 

There’s enough ugly, sadness and madness. It’s our 
job as artists to provide something new for the world 
to think about.

Watercolour Materials


